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Tell a Friend: Much to Share 
 

Summer is winding down, and we’re about to begin our 
first full, “program year” together – that time in the church 
that essentially follows the September-to-May cycle of the 
school year. 

It’s different than the “church year” which begins with the 
first Sunday of Advent (December 1 this year). 

I began my call at St. Paul’s on October 15 of last year after 
the program year was underway, so I’m excited to start 
this one with you from the beginning. There’s a lot to look 
forward to. 

I urge you to check out some of the new things that will be 
happening as well as the traditional. And I urge you to tell 
your friends, family and neighbors about what’s happening 
at St. Paul’s.  Do more than click the “like” button on Face-
book.  Hit “share” too.  And “invite,” too. That’s how word 
travels today. 

You can do the same with the weekly note, The Epistle.   
Forward it to someone you think might be interested. It’s 
that simple. Not tech-savvy? Take a couple extra copies of 
this newsletter or a bulletin or one of the numerous flyers 
about our ministry and hand one to somebody or drop it in 
the mail. 

When it comes to communication and spreading the Word, 

one my favorite passages of scripture is from Romans 

(10:14), where the Apostle Paul writes: “How can people 

have faith in the Lord and ask him to save them, if they 

have never heard about him? And how can they hear, un-

less someone tells them?” (Contemporary English Version) 

The following pages are full of all sorts of exciting things to 

tell others about this fall. 

God’s peace – and joy! 

Pastor Mark 

“By your word, eternal God, your creation sprang forth, 
and we were given the breath of life. By your word,  

eternal God, death is overcome, Christ is raised from the 
tomb, and we are given new life in the power of your  
Spirit. May we boldly proclaim this good news in our 

words and our deeds, rejoicing always in your powerful 
presence; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  

Amen.”  (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) 
 

New Events 
Building an Inclusive Church page 4 
Communion Camp page 3 
CROP Hunger Walk page 6 

Green Team Summit page 4 
Faith and Fun Nights page 3 
GIFTED Confirmation Group page 3 
God Wauks page 2 
Pet Blessing Service page 2 
Reformation Sunday page 2 
Ushers & Counters Appreciation page 7 
Vigil Against Violence page 2 
Writing Group page 6 

 

and more inside! 
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Reformation Sunday 
Saturday, October 27, 9:30am 
Trinity United and Sagrado Corazon Lutheran Churches will come to St. Paul’s for 
morning worship and a celebration of the beginning of the Reformation and our 
shared Lutheran roots. The worship service will feature music from our Pealers 
and a joint choir. Stay for refreshments after. Look for a sign-up sheet in the  
Gathering Room in October to help with the refreshments. 

God Wauks 
Come for a worship hike in a Waukegan park, beginning on Saturday, 
Sept. 7, at 9:30am at Lyons Woods. The hike will include scripture 
readings, prayers, and Holy Communion. The other fall hikes will be 
on Saturdays, Oct. 12 and Nov. 2 and (weather-permitting) Dec. 7 at 
locations still to be determined. 

Vigil Against Violence 
Details are still being worked out and preliminary work is underway, but we’re  

planning an interfaith vigil in October that will begin at St. Paul’s and include a 

walk down Grand Avenue to Christ Episcopal Church.  Tentatively scheduled 

for Thursday, Oct. 17 at 6:30pm. 

PET BLESSING 
Stay tuned to the weekly announce-

ments and our Facebook page for the 
date and time of  a “Blessing of Pets” 

service in late September or early 
October. 

Two TVs have been installed in the chancel to enhance our worship with 
images. The traditional liturgical banners will soon be hung on each side of 
the chancel opening and two additional banners will adorn the east wall of 
the sanctuary. Worship continues this fall on Sundays at 9:30am. 
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Youth education at St. Paul’s is going to look very different this year. As 
our group of upper elementary students have become more involved in 
sports , Sunday attendance has been inconsistent. We want to make sure 
these kids continue to feel a connection with their peers at St. Paul’s, so 
we are turning our Faith & Fun nights into a year-round monthly activity.  
We will also be encouraging kids age 7 and older to participate in worship 
as junior ushers, acolytes, and playtime helpers. There will be a “Youth 
Leader” each Sunday keeping an eye out for families to help them navi-
gate what is available for them on Sunday mornings. If you would like to 
be one of these greeters, please let me know.  

We have another crop of children who are age 1 to grade 1. They will still have  
Bible Stories and Playtime offered on Sundays during worship, led by Hannah  
Gerald and Evelyn Elbe.  

Teens in grades 7 & older who are seeking to be confirmed, see the information of our new program called 
GIFTED. Our high schoolers will be welcome to join in on service projects that are planned for the GIFTED 
group. This program is led by Pastor Mark and Intern Pastor Ashley. 

All of our youth activities are ideal for friends of our St. Paul’s kids—please bring them along!   

Becky Ingram 
Youth Education Coordinator 

Faith & Fun Nights 
Friday, Sept. 27, 7:00pm at church 
Friday, Oct. 25, 7:00pm at Riddles 
The fun continues all year! Targeted to 
kids in grades 2-6, all ages are invited to 
participate in Faith & Fun Night on the 
Fourth Friday of the month.  
October will feature a bonfire & cookout 
at the Riddles’ home starting at 6pm and 
the fun activities at 7pm. 
 

Sign up for our closed group on Facebook 
to stay in the loop: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
splcfaithfun  

New School Year! 

G I F T E D  
Growing In Faith & Trust Every Day 

Sunday, Sept. 8 at 5:30pm 
Our new, one-year confirmation program for grades 7 and up begins  
Sunday evening, September 8. We’ll gather in person twice a month – 
once on a Sunday evening and once for a service project or field trip or 
other activity. Led by Pastor Mark and Intern Pastor Ashley. Please contact 
the church office if you have not received communication from Pastor 
Mark about this and have a teen of the right age. 

 
 
 

Communion Camp 
Saturday, Sept. 21, 9:30am—noon 
Families with young children who have not 
had first communion instruction are invited 
to gather to learn about the whys and hows 
of Holy Communion in a fun, interactive 
way. Please RSVP to the church office. 



Page 4 

The first month of my internship here at St. Paul’s has been a wonderful experience! Everyone has 
been helpful, welcoming, and extremely hospitable. Thank you to everyone who has started to make 
me feel at home here in Waukegan and at St Paul’s. The longer I am here, the more opportunity,  
passion, and energy I see amongst our congregation, which is motivating and should make for an  
excellent year. Your mission statement about “journeying with Christ, each other, and the neighbors 
God gives us,” tells me so much about the exciting ministry I am joining this year. As we look forward 
to this year of journeying together, here are 5 tips to help make this internship year a great  
experience for you, me, and the congregation! 

1. Please remind me of your name for the first few months. I am trying hard to remember, and with a great 
reminder from you, it will get easier and I can pick up names faster! 

2. Let me know when events that are important to you are happening in the surrounding community. 
Though I will not make every event, I can connect with our broader community better when I know things 
are happening.  

3. Share your passions with me. God works through the many gifts and passions in us all, and I love hearing 
about how God is working through your life and gifts. 

4. Remember that Fridays are my day off! If you email or try to visit me on Fridays, I will not be around. On 
other days, I will try to answer emails within 24 hours when they need a reply. 

5. Ask questions! About the Bible, about my call to ministry, about the ministry of the church, about our  
larger Waukegan community, or about a number of other things. Curiosity and communication are great 
ways for us to build a supportive and open community in Christ! 

Those are my 5 tips for now. If you do want to converse with me about something this year, feel free to schedule a 
time to meet with me in person, or use my church email address: InternPastorAshley@splcwaukegan.com.  

I look forward to this year ahead of learning, serving, growing, worshipping, and journeying together!  

In Peace, 

Ashley 

At our transition forum in 
early 2018 we heard  
members express a wish to 
be intentionally welcoming to 
LGBTQIA+ people who we 
know are in our congregation, 

families, and community. These neighbors often 
lack the security of knowing they will be  
welcomed into families, social groups, churches, 
jobs, and other groups. 
 

To begin this journey St. Pauls’ congregational 
council decided to host training from Reconciling 
Works. 
 

Please plan to attend: 

Building an Inclusive Church Training 

Nov. 8 (Friday) 6 pm to 9pm & 

Nov. 9 (Saturday) 9 am to 5 pm 

 

Go to reconcilingworks.org/bic, look for St. Paul’s  

under "Upcoming Trainings" and click “SPECIAL  

REGISTRATION” for the free training option. 

Green Team Summit 
Saturday, Sept. 14 at the Field Museum 
Faith in Place, a faith-based environmental advocacy group,  
invites you to attend their annual summit of congregational 
“green teams”. This event will convene hundreds of people of 
diverse faiths from neighborhoods across Chicago and cities 
across Illinois for an action-packed day of connecting and  
networking about environmental justice. 

Whether your house of worship is just starting to think about sus-
tainability or has a long history of going green, you are invited to 
join us for this event that will give you the tools, resources, and 
inspiration needed to spark meaningful change. 

Faith in Place’s Lake County office is offering bus transportation.  
We’ve got a least six people from St. Paul’s going. Check in with 
Pastor Mark or the church office if you are interested in attend-
ing. More are welcome. 
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Dear siblings in Christ, 
 
As many of you know, last week the ELCA Churchwide Assembly adopted a resolution that, among other things,  
declared the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) a sanctuary denomination. Many of you are asking, “What 
does this mean?” 
  
Our call to love our neighbor is central to our faith. In our baptismal covenant we promise to strive for peace and  
justice in all the world. One of the ways we live out this vow is through our commitment to welcoming the stranger. 
With this declaration, we publicly state that walking alongside refugees and immigrants is a matter of faith. 
  
We have prepared talking points (quick outline is below, click on the link for the full version or pick up a copy on the 
Welcome Counter) to provide a better understanding and further clarification on what sanctuary means for you and 
your congregations. We acknowledge this will look different in different contexts across the ELCA. 
 
We also hope this resource will help guide conversations with your parishioners and your community about what our 
faith says about immigration. 
  
“Welcome one another, therefore, 
 just as Christ has welcomed you,  
for the glory of God” (Romans 15:7). 
  
In Christ, 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 

Talking Points about being a Sanctuary Domination 
 The ELCA is publicly declaring that walking alongside immigrants 

and refugees is a matter of faith. 
 Being a sanctuary denomination does not call for any person,  

congregation, or synod to engage in any illegal actions. 
 We have a broken system regarding immigration, refugees and 

asylum-seekers. 
 Being a sanctuary denomination is about loving our neighbors. 
 Being a sanctuary denomination will look different in different 

contexts. 
 While we don’t yet know the full scope of the work that this  

declaration will open for the church, we do know that our faith 
communities are already doing sanctuary work. 

 Except for our members whose ancestors were here before  
European settlement or others who were forced to come to the 
U.S. against their will, the ELCA is an immigrant church. 

 In baptism, we are brought into a covenantal relationship with 
Jesus Christ that commits us to strive for justice and peace in all 
the earth. Following the example of Martin Luther, we believe 
that advocacy is a crucial expression of baptismal identity. 

 Being a sanctuary denomination means that we, as church  
together, want to be public and vocal about this work. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2fELCA_SanctuaryDenomination_TalkingPoints.pdf&srcid=204683&srctid=1&erid=de132a85-cc11-405f-bfb2-71128d3f5794&trid=de132a85-cc11-405f-bfb2-71128d3f5794
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS: 
Each year, St. Paul’s presents scholarships to members who are attending an  
accredited college or trade school. We are pleased to announce the recipients for 
the 2019-2020 school year: Adam Clampit, Vivian Elbe, Anthony Ferro, Denali 
Ford, Hannah Gerald, Kalina Hull, Kristi Hull, Brandon Sorensen, Katie Sorensen, 
and Alejandro Vertiz. Congratulations and blessings in your studies! 

COOL Housing has an urgent need for: 
 2 twin mattresses 
 1 queen mattress 
 Cookware (pots, pans and utensils) 
 Silverware 
 Clothes for 9th grade girl: size 18 women’s pants and XL shirts 
 Clothes for 9th grade boy: size 44x32 pants and 2XL shirts & boxers 
  

If you can help with any of these items, please contact Amanda Williams, Family Housing Manager, at 847-662-1340, 
ext 2. Please note, COOL housing is not currently able to pick large items up. If you can transport items from willing 
donors, please let Amanda know. 

NORTHERN LAKE COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK 
Sunday, Oct. 20, 12:00pm 
St. Paul’s will again gather a team to join the CROP Hunger Walk. You may walk 5K or 
10K. The group steps off from St. Anastasia Catholic Church at 1:00pm. Registration 
begins at 12:00pm. Watch for donation opportunities in late September at church, or 
join the team by contacting Debra Young. 

Let’s Read & Write Together! 
Thursdays beginning Sep 12, 7:00—8:15pm 
Writers ages 14 & older are invited for a six-week session of writing and 
reading. We will read the work of various poets and share thoughts and  
ideas for your own work. We may consider writing sonnets and other  
traditional forms of poetry, and some prose writing as well. Actually, we will 
do whatever comes natural as a group of writers! The plan is to create, edit 
and publish a chapbook with everyone’s work by early December. If you 
have any questions, feel free to get in touch with me at: bill_paterson (at) 
sbcglobal.net. 

Adult Bible Study 
Sundays, 10:30am beginning Sept. 15 
Studying Life Together by Bonhoeffer 

Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays, 7:00pm beginning Sept. 10 

Men’s Breakfast Group 
Fridays, 8:00am at Sunset Restaurant 

Bible & Brew    
Wednesdays, 10:00am beginning Sept. 11 

mailto:bill_paterson@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bill_paterson@sbcglobal.net


JUNE 
Our weekly income remained close to our average this year even though our attendance was down in June, 
which is very typical. I attribute this sustained average to the many folks who use our online giving option. If 
you would like to learn more, please click on the online giving link on our website.  You can make a one time 
or recurring donation.  

We are very close to paying off the roof repairs with less than $1000 to go.  We almost broke even for the 
month of June, only $65 short on income versus expenses.  

JULY 
July income was down slightly, as is typical during the summer months. We have made great progress on  
repaying the Raise the Roof fund, with less than $200 to go. Income and expenses remain on track and as  
expected—always a good thing. Thank you for your continued support of Christ's church through St. Paul's.  

Mary Ellen Modlin 
Financial Secretary 

Financial Recap JUNE JULY 

Weekly Giving $21,558.16 $20,264.16 

Monthly Income $22,080.16 $29,958.38 

Monthly Expenses $22,145.72 $26,874.58 

Monthly  Difference -$65.56 $3,083.80 

YTD Surplus $37,798.42 $40,882.22 

Mortgage Repayment Balance  $3,200.00 $3,650.00 

Raise the Roof Fund Balance -$983.24 -$163.24 

10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Saturday, Oct. 12, 5-8pm: Glen Flora Country Club 
Join W2C scholars and alumni for a evening of food and 
entertainment and a silent auction fundraiser. 
Purchase tickets from Karen Papp or at  
https://W2C.givesmart.com.  
Tickets after Sept. 1 are $80 per person. 
Contact Karen Papp if you are interested in donating 
items for the silent auction. 

“God’s work. Our hands.”  
Sunday, Sept. 8, 10:30am 
As part of the ELCA we celebrate this weekend dedicated 
to mission work by helping others in our community. This 
year we are assembling kits for PADS clients after worship 
on September 8. Also, bring in your filled grocery bag for 
COOL! Didn’t grab a bag, a normal paper shopping bag will 
do. Suggested grocery items can be found on COOL’s  
website, coolministries.org. 

https://w2c.givesmart.com/
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KNIT & CROCHET GROUP 

1st & 3rd Mondays, 1-3pm beginning Oct. 7 
This group knits baptismal blankets and prayer shawls for 
those in need. Beginning knitters and crocheters are  
welcome! Contact Ann Dahlbo. 
 

QUILTERS 

Fourth Monday of the Month, 9:30am-3pm 
Our fantastic group of quilters work on pieces at home 
throughout the month and bring them in for our monthly 
workdays for final assembly. No sewing is required. Quilts 
are donated to Lutheran World Relief. Bring a sack lunch; 
coffee is provided. Contact Diann Drassler. 

Ushers & Counters  
Appreciation Event 
Thursday, Sept. 26 at 6pm 
All current ushers and counters, please join us for a light 
supper and refresher training in the Gathering Room.  
 
Please RSVP to Mary Ellen Modlin or Becky Ingram by 
Sunday, Sept. 22 so we can prepare enough food. Thank 
you for your service! 

Ushers   

Sept. 1 J. Burba, Gehrt, Sorensen, McKenzie 
Sept. 8 Baraboo, Kilpatricks, Koskinen 
Sept. 15  Aaron, Elbe, Campbell, Stateler 
Sept. 22  Athanas, Robinson, Wiesemann, Nixon 
Sept. 29 Hall, Sandine, Swanick, Alwardt 
 

Communion Lead  

Sept. 1 Becky Ingram 
Sept. 8 Gabi White 
Sept. 15 Dale Justin 
Sept. 22 Linda Erickson 
Sept. 29 Adrianne Elbe 

Ushers   

Oct. 6 J. Burba, Gehrt, Sorensen, McKenzie 
Oct. 13 Baraboo, Kilpatricks, Koskinen 
Oct. 20 Aaron, Elbe, Campbell, Stateler 
Oct. 27 Athanas, Robinson, Wiesemann, Nixon 
 

Communion Lead  

Oct. 6 Gabi White 
Oct. 13 Dale Justin 
Oct. 20 Linda Erickson 
Oct. 27 Adrianne Elbe 


