
Reverend H. Paul Romeis 
(June 21, 1931 – Oct 31, 1936) 

  

Born on December 22, 1905 in Elgin, Illinois, the Reverend H. Paul 
Romeis graduated from Chicago Lutheran Theological seminary in 
1931 after having first received his B. A. degree from Carthage 
College.  At age 24, his assignment to St. Paul’s English Evangelical 
Church in Waukegan, Illinois on May 1, 1931 was his first regular 
pastorate.  He was installed by Reverend Gerberding on June 21, 1930.  
The church seal, which was purchased by the council at a cost of $3.50, and 

the church record book were handed over to Reverend Romeis.  Two years 
later, on August 10, 1933, he married Rosemary Shickle, a hometown 
girl from Elgin. 

Starting salary was to be $2,000 a year, but that reduced to 
$1,200 due to the financial effects of the Great Depression.  Even 
with a reduced salary, the congregation could only pay $500 of the 
cost with the balance paid by the LCA Board of Missions.  Council 
meetings were held at councilmen’s homes and met the first Tuesday 

of every month.   According to council’s minutes, their meetings focused primarily on financial matters.  The 
original indebtedness, incurred by the purchase of the property and building, together with added mortgage 
assessments, was paid through its special funds.  Early formed organizations such as Ladies Aid, Men’s 
Brotherhood, Luther League, and a girls’ club called Adeste Fidelis, all contributed to the financial welfare of 
the church.   

 Sunday school was a very prominent function of the church.  Under the leadership of Reverend Mr. 
Romeis the church membership had more than tripled in number, and the Sunday school had grown until it 
taxed the capacity of the building.   In 1935 alterations to the church were made in the building to 
accommodate the increased attendance.  The center partition was converted into folding doors so that the 
entire building could be made into an auditorium during the worship hour 

 Not only had the Reverend Romeis and Mrs. Romeis been interested in developing activities in their 
church but they also took part in civic and social organizations of the city. Pastor Romeis served on the board 
of the Waukegan Kiwanis club in addition to being an officer in the Ministerial association of Waukegan and 
North Chicago.  He was pastor advisor to the Fox Valley district Luther League of Illinois.  Mrs. Romeis was 
active in the Young Woman’s League and other social organizations of the city.  She often sang at affairs both 
church and social. 

 Reverend Romeis was called to California and later became an assistant to a synod president there.  
Sunday morning, October 15, 1936 at 11 o’clock, the Reverend Mr. Romeis preached his farewell sermon at 
the church.  The next Thursday evening an all congregation farewell party was given in honor of the Romeises 
at the church under the auspices of the Ladies’ Aid.  On January 2, 1976, Reverend Romeis died in Pasadena 
California at the age of 71. 


