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Life Together 
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Words of Wisdom & Hope 
from our retiring bishop 

 

I first encountered Metro Chicago Synod Bishop Wayne 
Miller several years ago when he spoke to my “Pastor as 
Leader” class in my final year at Trinity Lutheran Seminary 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

Many bishops from around the country stopped in for a 
Q&A session with the class when they were visiting the 
seminary. I thought Bishop Miller seemed like a good guy, 
plain-spoken and straightforward with a good sense of  
humor and a down-to-earth air about him. 

I never figured he would be my bishop. Metro Chicago was 
considered a tough synod to get into, especially for a first 
call because most of those went to pastors graduating 
from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. 

I met Bishop Miller again last summer, near the end of my 
call process at St. Paul’s, when I was invited to the synod 
office in Chicago to meet him and his staff.  I was again  
impressed by his down-to-earth demeanor and his plain-
spoken but insightful thoughts on the future of the church. 

So, it was wonderful to be at the synod assembly in June 
when he gave his final bishop’s report before his August 31 
retirement. I kept taking notes around the margins of my 
agenda. Here’s what he said that I found most striking: 

 
Ethical complacency is a major threat to the church.  
“We are living in a social and cultural environment that has 
normalized greed, dishonesty, racism, sexism, homo-
phobia, xenophobia, islamophobia, antisemitism, gun  
violence to the point where we just shrug. Of course, we 
have always had these things with us. But we used to call 
them SIN. Now they fall under the umbrella of being signs 
of a return to our former greatness. This is a huge threat to 
us. There is room within a faithful Christian community for 
a very wide range of differences in political opinion. But 
there is no room in a theology of the cross for calling good 
evil and evil good.” 
 
 

“Attraction models” of ministry don’t work -- unless 
you’ve got a bunch of people looking for a good church. 
“Traditionally we have relied upon program-attractor  
approaches in hopes that if we can design the most  
compelling magnet – the biggest Sunday School, the best 
youth program, the most excellent music and worship, the 
most engaging sermons – that our magnet will attract all of 
the seekers looking for the best church to join.  We then 
put our prospective members through some sort of  
assimilation program to transform them from outsiders to 
insiders by showing them the ropes and making them look 
and act more like us… so that they will be comfortable here 
in our culture. I think we will continue to find that this  
approach has limited value in a world where more and 
more people are vehemently NOT interested in  
assimilating into our institutional life.” 
 

Ecumenical and interfaith partnerships are important. 
“The world that is emerging does not care a hoot about our 
petty squabbles and doctrinal disputes. They care about 
how we live.  We may not be saved by our works, but we 
are certainly known by them. And we should be able to 
enter into these relationships joyfully and confidently if we 
start by knowing who we are and then persistently bringing 
who we are into respectful relationship with those who are 
different.” 
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The Lutheran Church is expert in answering questions that 
no one is asking. 
“We want to tell people about ‘How do I get right with 
God?’ when people are asking, ‘How do I live my life well?’” 
 
Demonizing prosperity is not helpful. 
“What might it look like to have the church live more  
toward a model in which, instead of seeing economic  
prosperity as our enemy, Christians live in a way that…  
 FAITH is expressed through our many arenas of WORK 

in the world  
 WORK finds fulfillment in working with others to make 

an ECONOMY  
 The ECONOMY is accountable to the values of FAITH by 

calling it to reinvest its abundance in the wellbeing of 
the whole community, so that we may all find our true 
vocation… our sacred calling to love and serve to our 
neighbor.” 

 
Congregations are the foundation on which everything 
else is built. 
“A synod does many things, but I continue to believe that 
our primary and distinctive role is to inspire, equip, and  
extend the reach of congregational mission….This congre-
gational focus also implies to my mind that new communi-
ties must be developed by congregations as an extension of 
their mission with the synod playing the role of mid-wife to 
congregational initiatives.” 
 
Bishop Miller ended his report by thanking many for their 
ministry and partnership in his 12 years as the leader of the 
Metro Chicago Synod.  He especially thanked the people of 
the synod for their hospitality, critical engagement, faith-
fulness, and passion. 

“You are truly a called people,” he said.  
“God has great things in mind for you. I know it.” 

Yehiel Curry Elected Bishop— ELCA News Service 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, of Chicago, was elected to serve a six-year term as bishop of the 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA. The election took place during the synod  
assembly, held June 7-8 at the Tinley Park Convention Center. Curry was elected on the 
fifth ballot, with 258 votes. The Rev. Heidi Torgerson, director for mission personnel and 
leadership formation, ELCA Global Mission, received 226 votes. 

The bishop-elect has served as pastor of Shekinah Chapel Lutheran Church in Riverdale 
since 2013. He served as mission developer of Shekinah from 2007 to 2012. Curry  
received a Bachelor of Arts from Lewis University in Romeoville, IL, in 1995 and a Master 
of Divinity from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago in 2013.  

He will be installed October 19 at a location and time to be determined.  

SYNOD ASSEMBLY: ‘HERE I AM; SEND ME’ 
Synod assemblies are a great opportunity to be re-
minded that God is still up to something through the 
ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). 

Like all traditional denominations, the ELCA has been 
in decline numbers-wise for many years.  But the Met-
ro Chicago Synod’s assembly on June 7 and 8 was a 
reminder that the denomination is still very much 
alive, bringing hope and healing throughout the world 
and next door.  And, it’s changing as it engages the 
world in its diversity and the challenges that come 
along with that. 

You can learn more about the Metro Chicago assembly 
at http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/ 

The theme was “Here I am; send me” (Isaiah 6:8), as 
we chose a new bishop for a six-year term. 

Based on the size of the congregation, St. Paul’s was 
allowed to send three voting lay members, along with 
Pastor Mark, to this year’s assembly at the Tinley Park 
Convention Center. We thank Elise and Scott Helland 
and Ellen Montgomery for giving up two days of their 
time to participate. 

On the next page are their reflections on the assembly. 

http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/
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ELISE HELLAND 
I am thankful for the opportunity I had to participate in the synod assembly again 
this year!  I especially enjoyed participating in the ecclesiastical ballot for our new 
bishop and the calling upon the Holy Spirit to guide us each time we voted. 

The most moving for me was the session on Lutheran Immigration and Refugee  
Service partnered with Refugee One. This is the 80th year for LIRS and they have 
helped to resettle half a million refugees.  I would love it if our church could some-
how become involved with their work.  They are one of the top two groups to help 
reunite children and families with their relatives. 

If our congregation and synod continue to listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit and 
focus outward instead of inward, we will continue to be God's hands for God's work. 

At the end of the assembly, I was blessed by helping to serve communion during the Pentecost service. 

 

SCOTT HELLAND 
I have three main reflections on this year's Synod Assembly: 

 The main business of this year's assembly was the election of a new bishop. This was my first experience with an 
Ecclesiastical Ballot. I had to do some reading on the topic, and came to understand it ideally depends more on the 
movement of the Holy Spirit than on the persuasiveness of any given candidate. We started with well over two 
dozen candidates, and whittled it down over the several ballots, finally selecting Bishop Elect Curry in the final  
ballot. It will be exciting to see how the Spirit moves in our synod under our new bishop elect! 

 The first break-out session we attended was presented by both Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
(www.lirs.org) and RefugeeOne (http://www.refugeeone.org/). LIRS is one of only two organizations working to 
reunite separated children from their migrant parents at our southern border. The stories shared were heart-
wrenching to say the least. The presentation on the work they are doing was a powerful testament to the good 
work being done by the ELCA and its partner organizations, incidentally without government assistance. 

 Finally, we attended a session presented by ELCA World Hunger on two works available from Augsburg Fortress, 
called Forgotten Luther and Forgotten Luther II. (Search "Forgotten Luther" on www.augsburgfortress.org or on 
Amazon.com.)   I'm looking forward to getting these books and reflecting on how Luther's writings inform us on 
being better witnesses to our neighbors and stewards of the earth. 

 

ELLEN MONTGOMERY 
It was a privilege to serve St. Paul’s as a voting member at the 32nd Annual Synod Assembly this year.  It was most  
significant as Bishop Wayne Miller is retiring and we were tasked with selecting a new bishop.  A very significant  
moment for me was the “Report of the Bishop”, in which Bishop Miller stated a threat to our church is moral  
complacency.  Good is never evil, and evil can never be labeled as good! We must stand and speak for what is right. 
Silence is complicity. 

The workshop on Welcoming the Stranger and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service has stayed with me,  
motivating me even on this recent vacation.  LIRS’ local partner is RefugeeOne in Chicago. I encourage you to read both 
organizations’ online information.   

 

The highlight, of course, was the election of Yehiel Curry as our new bishop.  His story is 
incredible, and God’s presence in his life is inspiring. His sister used to live in Waukegan, 
and his wife told me they must come for a visit.  I certainly hope so.   

I participated in the choir for the final Festival Eucharist Service.  Thrilling! I love worship, 
and worshipping with  worship leaders is so powerful.  When an amazing woman led the 
choir in “Way Maker”, I was elevated anew!  Thank you for the joy of this worship. 

http://www.lirs.org/
http://www.refugeeone.org/
http://www.augsburgfortress.org/
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WAUKEGAN TO COLLEGE SHOWER 

Gift donations collected through July 14 
St. Paul’s, along with St. James Lutheran Church in Lake 
Forest, will be hosting our annual shower for Waukegan 
to College High School graduates on July 16 at 7:00pm in 
St. Paul’s Gathering Room.  

St. Paul’s will be collecting personal living items to put in 
the gift baskets. Examples: desk lamps, small fans, mini 
toolkit, picture hangers, blankets, laundry basket, mini 
sewing kit, surge protectors, shower caddy, gift cards. 
Monetary donations are also appreciated. St. James is 
collecting school supplies. 

10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Saturday, Oct. 12, 5-8pm: Glen Flora Country Club 
Join W2C scholars and alumni for a evening of food and 
entertainment and a silent auction fundraiser. 
Purchase tickets in August for $70 early bird price 
from Karen Papp or at https://W2C.givesmart.com.  
Tickets after Sept. 1 will be $80 per person. 
Contact Karen Papp if you are interested in donating 
items for the silent auction. Last year tickets sold out, 
so buy yours early! 

Thanks from our youth for supporting their recent bake 
sale and car wash fundraisers. You helped them raise 
$1,037! Our high school and college youth appreciate your 
generosity in helping to fund their trips to Leadership Lab 
at Augustana College in Rockford, Illinois. St. Paul’s is 
sending 12 young adults to Lab this year, including our 
new pastoral intern.  They will join students from the 
Waukegan to College program and others from around the 
Midwest to learn how to become leaders inside and out-
side of the church while using Christian values.  

PRESCHOOL BOOKS NEEDED 

Our Little Free Libraries are in need of 
picture books for small children. Please 
bring in new or gently-used books and 
place them in the bin at church.  

 
16th Annual COOL Golf Outing 

Friday, July 12, 10:30am—6:30pm 

Bonnie Brook Golf Course 
 

Register online at coolministries.org 

COLLEGE & TRADE SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Submission deadline: July 15, 2019 to the church office 
Scholarships are available from the St. Paul’s Scholarship Fund for any St. 
Paul’s member attending an accredited college or trade school  
(not restricted to Lutheran colleges) to use for tuition and books. 

To apply, submit a letter to the church office requesting consideration for a 
scholarship award stating who you are, what institution you are/will be 
attending, your year in school, and a few comments about what you plan 
to study. A church committee will review the submission letters and  
determine the recipients and scholarship amounts. Award amounts vary 
each year. 

https://w2c.givesmart.com/


APRIL 
Hooray for Easter!  Please note that total monthly income included $16,630.00 in holiday envelopes. Those are the ex-
tra envelopes included for Lent Wednesdays, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. If you give 
online, there is a line available for holiday envelopes there, too. We continue to track closely to our 2018 numbers in 
both income and expenses. As a comparison, our weekly giving through the end of April in 2018 was $91,395.00.  Our 
total weekly through the end of April 2019 is $88,347.64. Weekly Income is your giving designated to our general fund 
through envelopes and online giving.  

We are getting close to paying back ourselves for the roof repairs, with just over $3600 to go! Thank you as always for 
your generous stewardship.  

MAY 
We continue to sustain our average for monthly income and received a $6000 anonymous donation in May to boost 
our overall income. Expenses remain on track per our budget. We will see an increase in expenses in August as our new 
intern joins our staff.  

Please support the Leadership Lab fundraisers and Raise the Roof campaign. Our Labbers need about $2600 to fund 
their attendance. Raise the Roof has less than $2000 to go.  

Thank you as always for your stewardship of Christ's church through St. Paul's.  

Mary Ellen Modlin, Financial Secretary 

Financial Recap April May 

Weekly Giving $20,376.16 $23,207.16 

Monthly Income $40,809.95 $30,737.20 

Monthly Expenses $23,828.87 $21,791.31 

Monthly  Difference $16,981.08 $8,945.89 

YTD Surplus $28,918.09 $37,863.98 

Mortgage Repayment Balance  $2,050.00 $2,725.00 

Raise the Roof Fund Balance -$3673.24 -$1948.24 

Faith & Fun Nights 
Wednesdays at 6pm, July 31, Aug. 7, 14 & 21 
The new look of Vacation Bible School (VBS) is called Faith & Fun Nights. 
We welcome anyone in the community to come for a simple meal at 
5:30pm followed by an hour of fun Bible-based games, art, and play! 
 
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS: If you are interested in serving food, helping with 
the activities or just being a friendly face to greet people who arrive, we 
have a place for you! Please sign up to participate on the sheet on the 
Welcome Counter and the VBS team will be in touch with you. 
 
INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS: If you would like to help get the word out, 
please get in touch with the church office. We will print flyers for you. To 
invite families in your online groups, share the event listed on St. Paul’s  
Facebook page. 

Photo by Dion Almuena on Unsplash  
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WELCOME OUR NEW INTERN! 
 

Our new pastor intern, Ashley Rosa, will be joining us on Monday, July 22 (she is attending Leadership Lab) and will be 
with us for a full year as she continues her studies to become a Lutheran pastor. She writes: 
 
Dear St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

 
My name is Ashley Rosa and I have just finished up my second year of classes for a Masters of Divinity 

degree at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. I am originally from Clive, Iowa, which is a sub-
urb of the Des Moines area. My undergraduate degree is from Wartburg College where I studied religion 
with a concentration in youth and family ministry, and minored in Spanish and writing. After finishing 

my time at Wartburg, I served with the ELCA program Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) for a 
year in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Upon  

returning to the United States, I entered seminary and have been there for the past two years. 
 

Some of my interests include learning languages, music, watching movies, and photography. I also enjoy 
taking walks and cooking with my fiancé, Dalton, who is studying to be a Lutheran pastor as well. He 
will be serving in Kenosha, WI this next year, not too far away from Waukegan. One fun fact to help you 

get to know me is that I am always wearing two bows: one in my hair and one on my engagement ring. 
The photo below was taken this past January term when I took a travel course to the Holy Land. Behind 

me in this picture is the Sea of Galilee. I look forward to our journey together this year and I hope to 
learn more about all of you throughout this journey! 

 
In peace, 
Ashley Rosa 
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COOL Housing has an urgent need for: 
 3 twin mattresses 
 1 full mattress 
 1 queen mattress 
 3 couches 
 1 kitchen table with chairs 
 bath towels 
  

If you can help with any of these items, please contact Amanda Williams, Family Housing Manager, at 847-662-1340, 
ext 2. Please note, COOL housing is not currently able to pick large items up. If you can transport items from willing 
donors, please let Amanda know. 

No auditions required! If you can count or carry a tune and can generally  
follow notes of music, you can join our handbell and singing choirs! 
 

SANCTUARY CHOIR : Performs most Sundays and special services. 
Rehearsals are Sundays at 9am and Tuesdays at 7:30pm. First practice is 
August 27. Contact Ellen Montgomery with questions. 
 

ST. PAUL’S PEALERS: Performs special services. Rehearses Tuesdays 
at 6pm. First practice of the new season is September 10.  
Contact Carolyn Anderson for more information. 

September 8 is “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday 
As part of the ELCA we celebrate this weekend dedicated to mission work by 
helping others in our community. This year we are assembling kits for PADS 
clients after worship on September 8. In August you can help fill a bin in the 
Gathering Room with travel-sized toiletries, personal wipes, and socks. The 
Mission Team is happy to shop for you to make 50 sacks come out even and 
donate any remaining cash. Mark your offering/check for PADS Kits. 

Ushers       

Aug. 4 Baraboo, Kilpatricks, Koskinen 
Aug. 11 Aaron, Stover, Campbell, Stateler 
Aug. 18 Athanas, Robinson, Wiesemann, Nixon 

Aug. 25 Hall, Sandine, Swanick, Alwardt 
 

Communion Lead    

Aug. 4  Gabi White 
Aug. 11  Dale Justin 
Aug. 18  Linda Erickson 
Aug. 25  Adrianne Elbe 

Ushers       

July 7 Aaron, Stover, Campbell, Stateler 
July 14    Athanas, Robinson, Wiesemann, Nixon 
July 21 Hall, Sandine, Swanick, Alwardt 

July 28 J. Burba, Gehrt, Sorensen, McKenzie 
 

Communion Lead    

July 7  Gabi White 
July 14  Dale Justin 
July 21  Linda Erickson 
July 28  Adrianne Elbe 
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING? 
Want to stay in touch? Go to splcwaukegan.com and click “Subscribe” to receive weekly  

Epistles from Pastor Mark. Go to facebook.com/splcwaukegan to like our page and see recent 
posts. Below are some highlights from the past couple months... 

Sharing greetings from our friends and former 
members, the Rockways. Healthy and happy in 

their still-smells-new house in the woods of Door 
County, WI. Their puddles, though, are bigger 

than mine. Reminds us to pray for and come to 
the aid of all affected by flooding.  

(Posted May 30, 2019) 

Thanks to Steve McCollum for this photo of our joint Pentecost worship service 
with Trinity United Lutheran Church last Sunday!  It was great to be together as 
"one in the Spirit." (June 12, 2019) 
 
You can share your photos about our life together at St. Paul's by sending them 
to PastorMark@splcwaukegan.com.  

Pat and Karen ready to mail more 
comfort and support to asylum  
seekers, our newest neighbors. 

www.welcomeblanket.org.  
(April 24, 2019) 

Sometimes all we can do is stand up, show up -- and 
pray (and those are no small things). Thanks to  
Adrianne and Jeff Elbe, Nancy Elenbaas, Ellen  

Montgomery, Alison Rollenhagen and Ron Trampe for 
doing just that tonight at the Kenosha County Detention 
Center, where ELCA Pastor Betty Rendon is jailed after 

she and her husband we're arrested by ICE agents. 
Prayers for the Rendon family, her parishioners in  

Racine and all families who live in this climate of fear.  
(May 15, 2019) 

Thanks for writing encouraging 
notes to Pastor Betty Rendon 
after worship this morning! 

Please keep Pastor Betty and her 
family in your prayers.  

(May 19, 2019) 

http://www.welcomeblanket.org/?fbclid=IwAR1dbDLS3chzrrg2AF_9xAeDQyNL7IzTkgUw2qSJOdFZciw1oA2LCtDwN6Q

